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Using Windows Moviemaker 
By James Rut, CORD
Moviemaker from Microsoft is known by many as a program used to create and edit video. While it is designed for that purpose, many may not be aware that it can also be used to create dynamic slide shows. Because they involve still photos, slide shows may not sound very exciting, but imagine a slide show with transitions, music, and even narration. The other great thing is that with Moviemaker you can combine video and photos into one viewable clip.

1.
Begin by importing your pictures into Moviemaker. 


2.
In the Movie Tasks pane under Capture Video, click Import pictures.


3.
You will be prompted to import your pictures. Browse to the folder where your pictures are stored. You can select several pictures by holding the Ctrl key down and clicking each picture.


4.
When you have selected your pictures, click Import.
It should be noted that the pictures you have imported to collections are copies of the originals. You do not have to worry about changes you make to these photos; the originals remain intact in another location.


5.
After you import your pictures, they are added to collections. From the collections page you can drag them down onto the storyboard. You should put them in the order of appearance. Of course, if you change your mind, you can change the order in the storyboard simply by dragging and dropping.


6.
Now that we have the pictures in order on the storyboard, let’s add a title to let everyone know what they are about to see. To add a title, in the movie tasks pane under Edit Movie, click Make titles or credits. This prompts you to add the title and select a style. You will notice here that you can be very creative. The title can be a simple line of text or several pages. You can change the font color and background color as well.

7.
Now that we have done the initial setup of placing the pictures or video on the storyboard, we are ready to be creative. One of the fun things to enhance your movies is transitions. Transitions occur between pictures and/or video clips on the screen. Moviemaker provides about sixty transitions to choose from. To view all the available transitions, under the movie tasks pane click view video transitions. If you want to preview a transition, simply click on it and then choose play on the right side of the screen. Once you have found a transition you like, click and drag it in between two pictures on the storyboard below. If you change your mind and decide to use a different transition, you do not need to delete the old one. You can simply drag a new one in place; it will replace the old one. 

8.
Video Effects allow you to add special effects to a picture or video. To check out all the different video effects under the movie tasks pane, click View video effects. As with transitions, you can preview each effect with the movie screen on the right. To use an effect you like, simply drag it down onto the picture in the storyboard. It should be noted that, unlike transitions, effects can be added one on top of another. In other words, you can add more than one effect to a picture. I am not sure you really want to do this, however. If you change your mind about an effect you have added, simply right click the picture in the storyboard and choose delete effects. One of the cool effects I like is Ease In. It gives the effect of the camera panning in on the picture. 

9.
Now that we have added a few photos, let’s add a video clip to see how video can be combined with photos to enhance your completed production. We need to go under the movie tasks pane again. You will see the option to Import video. When you click on this it will take you out to the windows default location for stored video, My Videos. This is a folder located under My Documents. You simply choose the video you want to import and choose import. This will add the video to collections. Once we have it in collections, we can drag and drop it down onto the storyboard. The video clip can now have a transition placed in front of it just like the photos. You also have the option of adding video effects to the clip. A couple of fun effects to try on video clips are Speed Up, Double and Slow down, Half. You can add the effect the same way by dragging and dropping it onto the clip. If you decide you want to delete the effect, you can right click the clip and choose video effects. This brings up a nice dialogue box for the adding and removing of effects.

10.
Now that we have added photos and a video clip to our project, we should adjust the timeline. The timeline is a different view that you can use when you need to adjust the timing of your photos or clips. To get timeline view, simply click Show Timeline just above your photos. In Timeline view, if you move your mouse over a photo or clip, it will show you how long each photo or clip will be displayed. If you have many photos or clips in the timeline, you may not be able to see much of a preview of each. This can be adjusted by using your mouse to click on the magnifying glass with the plus sign (+) inside of it. The timeline view displays the time of each clip in “h:mm:ss.hs,” which signifies hours, minutes, seconds, and hundredths of a second. To make a photo stay visible longer, first click on the photo. Then when the pointer becomes a red arrow, drag the border to the right. You can also shorten the length by dragging to the left. In regard to adjusting video clips, you can actually trim the amount of clip shown. If you wanted to take off some of the front of the clip, you would click and drag from left to right. If you wanted to take off some of the ending, you would click and drag from right to left. 

11.
One of the other really cool things you can do is to add sound. A slideshow of photos can really be enhanced with music. One popular audio format that Moviemaker supports is mp3. To import audio, under the movie tasks pane click Import audio or music. This will allow you to search your computer for audio files. When you have made your selection, click import; the selection will be added to your collections. From the collections you will be able to drag it and drop it into your timeline. Once you have the audio clip on your timeline, you can control its length. If you chose an mp3 song, you will probably need to trim it to match the number of photos you have to view. You also have the ability to trim the front of the audio clip as well. This is done just like before. You click on the audio clip in the timeline and are shown the red arrows to click and drag. You can add effects to the audio such as fade in and fade out. The easiest way to do this is to right click on the audio within the timeline; that option then becomes available. In regard to audio, there is a good chance that if you import a video clip, it will also have audio. If you imported music into the movie, you need to determine whether you want the music to be playing during the video or just the audio of the clip. Or maybe you want both. Moviemaker allows you to control this feature. On the tools menu click audio levels. You will see that this provides you with a slider that you can set to play all the audio from the video or all the audio from the music. This also allows you to have both playing at the same time. The default setting here is for the slider to be right in the middle to allow both audio sources to be heard. In my opinion, it will all depend of the relevance of the audio in the video clip. It will also depend on the quality of the audio in the video clip. 

12.
Adding narration to your movie is another way to add a personal touch. To do this, you will have to have a microphone plugged into your computer. You can start by clicking in the timeline where you would like the narration to begin. It can start at the beginning and go throughout, or maybe you just want to add it to one photo or clip. The second button on the toolbar above the timeline, the one that looks like a microphone, is Narrate Timeline. When you choose this option you see another dialogue box with more options. One of the items you may need to adjust is input level. This prevents you from sounding too loud or too soft in the movie. You will need to test it by speaking into the microphone. Ideally you want the bar to hover around the middle while you are speaking. Once you have the audio level adjusted, click the button for start narration. This will begin the recording of your audio. When you are finished, simply click stop narration. There are a couple of options here that you need to be aware of. One is Limit narration to available free space on Audio/Music track. This means that if you already have audio such as music in the timeline, it will not record your narration where audio is already playing. You can uncheck this so that you can narrate over existing audio. The other option is Mute speakers. I think this is something you probably should do. Let’s say, for instance, that you had Outlook open during your narration. If it sends a “new mail” notification out of your speakers, that sound will also be heard in your recording. 

13.
By now you should have a finished movie that you should feel good about. The question now is, what are you going to do with it? Moviemaker provides you with several options. The options are listed under the movie tasks pane in the category of Finish Movie. The options include Save to my computer, Save to CD, Send in email, Send to the web, and Send to DV (digital video) camera. If you choose Save to CD, you need to have a burnable CD in your CD burner. If you choose Send in email, it will reduce the quality of the playback so it can be small enough to send as an attachment. The most flexible option is Save to my computer. This allows you to choose the quality of playback, which will affect the size of your movie. Another important thing to remember is that the length of time to save your movie will depend on how long the movie is. It will also depend on the speed of your computer. 

14.
One last thing that needs to be mentioned is the minimum system requirements needed to use Moviemaker. They are: Windows XP Home or Professional Edition, a 600MHz processor such as a Pentium III or AMD equivalent, 128 megabytes (MB) of system memory (RAM), and 2 gigabytes (GB) of free hard drive space. These are the minimum requirements. If you want to have a much better experience, I would recommend a Pentium 4 or equivalent, 256MB of memory, and plenty of hard drive space. 
Moviemaker is a great program for being creative. What are you waiting for? Go create something.
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