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Course Description:

One’s community members and businesses can be a great asset to the classroom teacher.
Learning about community businesses allows instructors a sneak peak into the future careers of
their students. By visiting local business partners and learning about their employment trends
and future needs, teachers can better provide career information in their K — 12 classrooms.
Partnership activities will be described and encouraged.

Objectives:

0/

% To apply business/industry world concepts to school curricula;

K/

% To recognize business/industry requirements of employees and apply to school curricula;

< To build community partnerships with classrooms;
< To incorporate service learning into school curricula.

Outline of Content:

I. Overview of Waunakee/Westport Chamber of Commerce and business partners
II. Business partnership model

III. Local business tour focus concepts

IV. Service learning model

V. Application to future lessons/student career pathway concepts.

Assignments and Requirements:

To earn one graduate credit, due May 30, 2009, the teacher must participate in the following:

(please see reverse side for additional assignments and requirements)

% Attend Waunakee/Westport Chamber of Commerce introductory session (1 hour)

% Attend six “Business After Hours” (BAH) meetings (two hours each) at local businesses
or other approved business open houses (6 — 10 meetings held each school year)

«» Participate in discussion with local business owners

% Journal reflections with classroom applications written after each BAH or open house
meetings

% Participate in a minimum of two service learning hours with local or area business or
other community partners, with or without students

< Written press release of related teacher—participated activities


mailto:mbutler@waunakee.k12.wi.us

Evaluation Method:

For a minimum grade of:

C = Participation in a minimum of six sessions of Waunakee/Westport Chamber of
Commerce activities (BAH, Chamber “All Aboard” luncheons, other Chamber activities), with
typed, written journal reflections including classroom applications

B = Above, plus service learning activity (2 hours minimum) detailed and validated

A = Above, plus detailed descriptions of classroom applications, including specific
community partners and written press release. Teachers are required to attend Chamber-
related activities and service learning activities. All work must be typed and completed
individually.

Rubric for each of the 5 bolded assignments above:
5 = validated time and thorough typed written work;
3 = validated time with basic information only;
1 = validated time with no information.

Grading: 20-25=A;15-19=B;10-14 =C.

Community Partnerships course information can be found at:
http://www.waunakee.k12.wi.us/bah.cfm

e Sample journal activity report form

e Service learning activity report form

e Press release sample

e Community Partnerships Il Service Learning Project form


http://www.waunakee.k12.wi.us/bah.cfm

